
July 1 
SAINT OTTO (OTTON), BISHOP 

Optional memorial 
In the Archdiocese of Szczecin-Kamień: Patron Saint of the diocese – Obligatory memorial 

 
Saint Otto, bishop from Bamberg, was born about 1060. He made two missionary journeys to Pomerania. He 
died on 30 June 1139 in Bamberg. 
 
Common of Pastors. 
 

OFFICE OF READINGS 
 
SECOND READING 
 

From the Second Vatican Council’s Decree on the Missionary Activity of the Church Ad Gentes  
(4-5) 

Go and make disciples of all nations 
 
Now, the Lord Jesus, before freely giving His life for the world, did so arrange the Apostles’ ministry and 
promise to send the Holy Spirit that both they and the Spirit might be associated in effecting the work of 
salvation always and everywhere.  
Throughout all ages, the Holy Spirit makes the entire Church one in communion and in ministering; He equips 
her with various gifts of a hierarchical and charismatic nature, a giving life, soul - like, to ecclesiastical 
institutions and instilling into the hearts of the faithful the same mission spirit which impelled Christ Himself. 
Sometimes He even visibly anticipates the Apostles' acting, just as He unceasingly accompanies and directs it in 
different ways. 
From the very beginning, the Lord Jesus “called to Himself those whom He wished; and He caused twelve of 
them to be with Him, and to be sent out preaching.” Thus the Apostles were the first budding - forth of the New 
Israel, and at the same time the beginning of the sacred hierarchy. 
Then, when He had by His death and His resurrection completed once for all in Himself the mysteries of our 
salvation and the renewal of all things, the Lord, having now received all power in heaven and on earth, before 
He was taken up into heaven, founded His Church as the sacrament of salvation and sent His Apostles into all 
the world just as He Himself had been sent by His Father, commanding them: “Go, therefore, and make disciples 
of a nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you.” Whence the duty that lies on the Church of spreading the faith and the 
salvation of Christ, not only in virtue of the express command which was inherited from the Apostles by the 
order of bishops, assisted by the priests, together with the successor of Peter and supreme shepherd of the 
Church, but also in virtue of that life which flows from Christ into His members. 
The mission of the Church, therefore, is fulfilled by that activity which makes her, obeying the command of 
Christ and influenced by the grace and love of the Holy Spirit, fully present to all men or nations, in order that, 
by the example of her life and by her preaching, by the sacraments and other means of grace, she may lead them 
to the faith, the freedom and the peace of Christ; that thus there may lie open before them a firm and free road to 
full participation in the mystery of Christ. 
 
CONCLUDING PRAYER 
 
O Almighty and Merciful God, 
Saint Otto, bishop, led Pomeranians to the true faith and administered the sacraments of salvation to them, 
help us with your grace to sustain the gift of faith that you have given us. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever.  
– Amen. 


